THE GREAT WAR, 1918

The Chief of the Imperial General Staff thoroughly agreed
with Douglas's views and said he would support them to
the best of his ability.

In spite of this shortage of men and the obvious results
that would accrue if the enemy launched a really heavy
offensive with the help of the thirty-odd divisions from
Russia, the Supreme War Council at Versailles not only
suggested that a large combined offensive should be staged
on the western front, but strongly advised sending an
expedition to Palestine to annihilate the Turks.

At a long-drawn-out meeting of the Supreme War
Council, at which all the commanders-in-chief were pres-
ent, it was ultimately decided to adopt a defensive atti-
tude on the western front meantime, but Lloyd George
still persisted in sending his expedition to Palestine. That
too, however, was postponed for two months. It was
also decided to form an inter-allied general reserve in
France.

At that conference Douglas was very much impressed by
the soundness of the policy advocated by M. Clemenceau,
who presided at the meetings. Douglas was very glad be-
cause he knew Clemenceau would not tolerate any unsound
suggestions being carried out.

On the 9th of February 1918 Douglas came to London at
the request of the Prime Minister. Lord Derby and I met him
at the station when he arrived, and Douglas went straight
to 10 Downing Street with Lord Derby to meet Mr, Lloyd
George. Douglas was far from satisfied with the proposed
method of controlling the inter-allied general reserve. He
pointed out to Lloyd George that by the proposed method
practically unlimited power was vested in the military
members of the Supreme War Council He suggested
that as he could take orders only from the Army Council
it would be better if the British military representative of
the Supreme War Council could consult personally with
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